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Rivers and The Water Cycle Yr 4 Main Foci: Human and Physical Geography 

Evaporation When the heat from the sun warms the water, the 
liquid turn into a vapour (gas) and rises because it 
is lighter.

Condensation The water vapour is lifted into the sky. As you go 
higher, the air gets colder and cools down the gas. 
This causes the particles to condense (come 
together) and form microscopic droplets of water. 

Precipitation As soon as the water droplets reach a certain size, 
their weight is too great to stay in the air and they 
fall down to the ground. This is called precipitation. 
If the air is very cold, the water falls as ice or sleet. 
Otherwise it falls as rain. 

Collection Wherever the water lands, this is called the 
‘collection’ stage of the water cycle. Rain and 
snow may return to the Earth is rivers or lakes, on 
the ground or on houses and roads, where it soaks 
down towards the rivers. Eventually, most of this 
water flows into the seas. The water cycle can 
now start again! 

Bank The sides of a river channel. A river channel has two banks

Bed The bottom of a river channel 

Confluence When two or more bodies or water meet together

Delta A deposit of sand or mud

Estuary The wide mouth of the river where it meets the sea

Floodplain An area of flat land either side, likely to flood 

Gorge A narrow valley with steep, rocky walls located between hills or mountains 

Groundwater The rain that soaks into the ground 

Meander A bend or winding curve in a river 

Mouth The end of the river. Where the river meets the sea 

Rapids A fast-flowing and turbulent part of the course of a river 

Reservoir A lake created by humans for storing water

River A large natural stream of water.

Sea An area of salty water that covers much of the Earth’s surface

Source The beginning of a river

Spring Groundwater that comes up to the surface 

Stream A small river

Tributary A stream that joins a larger stream or river 

Valley A low area of land between hills or mountains, typically with a river or stream flowing through it

Waterfall A cascade of water falling from a height, formed when a river or stream flows over a steep incline

Quantitative Data
Data that can be quantified by counting or measuring. (River height)
Qualitative data
Data that can only be written in words. Descriptive data

Physical Geography features like seas, mountains and rivers are 
natural. They would be here even if there were no people around.                      
Human Geography features like houses, roads and bridges are things 
that have been built by people.



Map of the 
River Nene

Rivers of 
the 
England

Major rivers of the world


