
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
COVID 19 / Coronavirus 
 
I am writing to share our planning in response to COVID-19 with you including changes to the school diary. You will be 
aware from the news that the Government are planning for a range of scenarios and last week escalated the response 
from ‘Containment’ to ‘Delay’. Included within these measures is the possibility of a temporary school closure. Whilst 
this is not immediately imminent and the current advice is that schools remain open, we are making plans for those 
scenarios. 
 
Government Guidance 
You will be aware that the school has been following the Government guidance on dealing with Coronavirus.  This has 
been updated daily.  In brief, it advises on precautions we should take, explains how schools fit within the overall 
strategy and clearly informs us that schools cannot close without approval from the Department for Education.  In this 
context we are staying calm and trying to carry out ‘business as usual’ as far as is possible. 
 
The guidance can be seen at this link 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-
educational-settings-about-covid-19  
 
School Events 
 Following the letter sent to you on Friday, we have discussed and reviewed the planning of some school events and 
would like to inform you of the changes we have made.  The health and safety of our children, families and staff is 
paramount to us at this difficult time and we would like to thank you for your understanding and support.  
We are risk assessing any planned activities on the school calendar that will involve a larger gathering of people or 
people from vulnerable groups. We are also introducing measures to limit the number of visitors who enter the school 
building.  The following changes are now in place: 
 
We have cancelled the following events: 

 The Easter Service at St Barnabas Church (31st March) 

 Year 6’s trip to Twycross Zoo (26th March).  We will issue full refunds in due course. 

 Science Club at Wrenn School (selected children only) 
 
We have postponed our Parent’s Evenings (1st and 2nd April); hopefully we will be able to rearrange our Parent’s 
Evenings later in the year.  Your child’s report will soon be being prepared by their class staff and will be sent out to 
you, as usual, during the Summer Term. 
 
We have also decided to hold our daily Worship in individual classrooms rather than gathering the whole school 
together in the hall and we are reorganising how our lunchtimes run, so that children eat in their classrooms rather 
than sitting closely together in the hall.  
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Visitors 
To avoid high numbers of visitors/parents coming into our school reception, please advise of any contact detail 
changes by email.   If you have any other enquiries please also address those to your child’s class teacher,  Mrs McIvor 
or myself via email, on admin@freemansendowed.org or head@freemansendowed.org. We will endeavour to reply as 
soon as we possibly can but please be aware that this is a very busy time for our school admin team support them with 
your continued patience.   
 
We are minimising the number of visitors into school to only visitors on essential business – we have currently 
postponed music lessons and other non-essential activities.  Refunds/rearrangements will be made in due course. 
 
Current guidance 
The current guidance is that if your child has a new persistent cough and / or high temperature (above 37.8) they 
should not come into school for 7 days. Please follow the usual absence procedures by informing us on the first day of 
absence.  In addition, we ask that, if any adults, siblings or other family members have these symptoms please do not 
come onto the school site.  
We will immediately contact parents of children who come to school with a persistent cough or fever and ask that you 
pick them up and follow the self-isolation procedures for the next 7 days. Please make sure we have two current 
contacts for your children.   
 
All staff and children are frequently reminded to wash their hands regularly (using soap and water); cover coughs or 
sneezes into a tissue and avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. We have used DfE 
materials to remind children of good hygiene and to encourage regular handwashing. 
Soap dispensers are refilled regularly to ensure that none of them have run out of soap. Where appropriate, teachers 
have spoken to children about the virus.  If you would like your child to bring their own hand sanitiser into school that is 
fine – we also have plenty in school for everyone to use. We are also putting into place extra cleaning routines. 
 
Self Isolation 
We are closely following Government guidance.  This includes communicating with families that are unsure if they 
should be self-isolating and behaviours / routines in school. Government guidance clearly states that individuals should 
self-isolate for seven days if they have been to a ‘high risk’ area or in contact with someone who has tested positive for 
COVD-19.  Where individuals have done this they are entitled to return to work or school if they are symptom free. 
 
 Uppermost in our thoughts and actions is the safeguarding and wellbeing of the children in this unprecedented 
situation.  We are aware that some parents are taking to social media to comment on particular incidents and 
circumstances, naming individuals.  We ask that those doing so refrain from this.  Please think about the impact that 
this can have on the children involved.  You can be assured that we are following guidance and risk assessing all the 
situation constantly. 
 
 It is a fast moving situation, as you will be aware from the media.  Although the guidance has been helpful, you will 
appreciate that not all of the circumstances that arise fit neatly with it.  Therefore, we have sometimes been required 
to interpret and apply the advice as we understand it.  These are unusual times and this is a situation we have never  
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faced before.  Therefore, I hope you understand our position and understand that we are doing our best to safeguard 
your children.  This includes staying calm for the sake of their wellbeing.  However, we appreciate the growing sense of 
anxiety that many parents and carers are feeling.  Many of our staff are parents too and understand, because they 
may have the same anxieties, but they are remaining professional. 
 
Well Being 
We are very aware that children, as well as adults can become anxious and worried about COVID-19. We will do all we 
can in school to reassure children and maintain a calm environment.  You can help us by supporting our approach and 
reassuring the children that everything we are doing is to keep them safe. 
 
Staff absence 
It is likely that some of our staff may have to stay away from school.  In some of the schools in PDET, our academy 
trust, and in other schools this is already happening.  They may be showing symptoms or self-isolating for a number of 
reasons.  If staff are unwell or have to self-isolate, the instruction from the Government to stay open may prove 
difficult to uphold.  However, we are not there yet and we need to stay calm and continue to follow the Government 
guidance.  We will do everything we can to remain open.  However, in coping with staff absence there may be 
unavoidable changes to the children’s’ daily routines and lesson structures. We may, for example, have to explore 
options such as merging classes or possibly partial openings for some year groups. 
 
Next steps 
 As a staff team we are planning for the potential closure of the school.  Teachers are preparing work which can be 
accessed via our website or possibly via Google Drive in the event of closure. At present we are not able to provide work 
for individual children who are in self isolation.  Whilst there is no substitute for being in a classroom with a teacher, we 
will do our best to provide learning opportunities and resources for the children. Each child will also be coming home 
with a paper pack of resources that they can complete whilst at home. In addition to this pack, your child will also be 
able to continue to access the list below.  If you anticipate having difficulty accessing these online learning resources, 
please email your child’s class teacher. 
TTRockstars – personalised times tables practice                      MyOn  - online reading platform                                                 
Spelling Shed – spelling patterns and words                              
 
. 
Staying in touch 
We will keep parents updated of any developments via email, text and our school website.   I realise that this situation 
can be very unsettling so if you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Summary 
We will only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the school. 
In either case, we will: 

 Email all parents and carers and post on the school’s website, Facebook page and Twitter account. 

 Inform you when the school will reopen via the school’s Twitter account, Facebook Page or website. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help us to support your child 
Talk to your child/children about the Coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure children feel supported. 
BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has practical steps older children can take 
to help with anxiety 
 
If you have any questions, please consult the: 

 School office via email, if you have any questions about our response to this issue 

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your child may have the 
symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111 

 Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions about the 
government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools 

 Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re taking abroad 
should go ahead 

 
Thank you for your continued support and your understanding in this challenging and unsettling time. 
 
Mrs F Hull 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


